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~Epibenthic sled surveys
—~Adult/juvenile trawl surveys

Confirmation of Finfish Prese
~lchthyoplankton surveys
~Adult/ juvenile finfish trawl surveys
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Consolidated Meeting Minutes
Lower Passaic River - River Mile 0 to 8.3
Pre-Design Work Plan Studies
Fisheries Studies Related to the Dredge Window for the LPR
April 21, 2017, 10 am ~2 pm
EPA Edison Facility, 2890 Woodbridge Ave, Edison, NJ,
Building 205B, Room 115.

These meeting minutes provide a brief summary of supplemental discussion and information
overview to the presentation given. The meeting agenda, presentation slides, and sign in sheet
are provided as attachment to these consolidated meeting minutes.

e Karen Greene (NOAA) recommended using NOAA estuary tables provided on NOAA
website in addition to the EFH mapper data presented for additional species data.

e Winter flounder remains the main driver on the windows in shallow water habitat (<6
meter depth).

e Winter flounder windows between NJDEP and NOAA vary slightly with a January 1%
through May 31% and the January 15" to May 31°t windows with NJDEP F/W often
deferring to NOAA recommendations. Also noted was the March 31 to June 30"
window for anadromous fish. It was pointed out that an overlapping window does
reveal a potential 6 month environmental window for some areas.

e Karen discussed recent developments for the potential of the blue back herring to be
listed as a candidate for listing as a threatened/endangered species, which will require
consideration in Passaic remedial design planning.

e Karen recommended a focus on evaluating habitat characteristics including depth,
salinity, water temperature and bottom substrates for the winter flounder, which could
allow for the opportunity for fish window closure adjustment or elimination if no habitat
exists.

e NOAA would not let instantaneous data collection modify a fish window immediately,
and “more than one year” of data would be needed.

e For anadromous finfish, seasonal variations in temperatures and river characteristics
that can change seasonally, and annually, therefore even additional years of data may
not result in a significant change or modification to the fish closure window for river
herring.

e Karen indicated that sequencing of work areas may be a viable way to work some
adjustment of dredging within the fish closure periods, based on location and depth, as
was done for the USACE Newark Bay deepening project.

e NOAA and NJDEP indicated that “all in water work’ was considered subject to the
closure window which would include both dredging and capping.

e USACE and HDR provided references and information which will be shared regarding
their own research including data and videos on fish surveys and sampling techniques.
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